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Kids Corner 

 
Hey kids!  Wanna make the 
Oldest Game in the World? 
 
This game has more than 279 
different names all around the 
world and dates back 5,000 to 
7000 BC. 
 
In Indonesia, it's known as 
Congklak. 
 
In Holland, people call it  
Kalaha. 
 
And in the United states, it's 
mainly known as Mancala. 
 
It's very easy to make.  All you 
need is an egg carton, scissors, 
and yarn for the game part. 
 
You can paint the outside any 
way you like! 
 

 
 
For the game pieces, you can 
use dried beans, pasta shells, 
marbles, even pits from fruit like 
the loquat! 
 
"I remember sitting with my 
mom under the Loquat tree in 
our backyard in the summer & 
eating loquats, then using the 
seeds for our game." - Ingrid 
(Elmensdorp) McCleary   
 

Welcome   

Can you imagine having 167 sisters?  Join the 

Facebook group, Indo Sisters and always have a 

sister nearby. 

 

"Sisterhood is the essence of all the wisdom of the ages, distilled 

into a single word. You cannot see sisterhood, neither can you 

hear it nor taste it. But you can feel it a hundred times a day and 

hundreds of miles away. It is a pat on the back, a smile of 

encouragement. It's someone to share with, to celebrate your 

achievements."    

Posted by Priscilla Kluge McMullen - Quote is by Anonymous. 

  

Diaspora News 

Meet our new Newsletter & Web Editor 

  

We want to extend a warm welcome to Ingrid McCleary as the Indo 

Project Newsletter and Web Editor.  Ingrid has taken on 

this responsibility from Bianca Dias-Halpert who has left The Indo 
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We played with 4 pieces per 
cup.  Click here or on the photo 
below to find out how to play the 
game. You can even play it 
online! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phrase of the Month 

(Click here & then on the little 
sound icon to hear how it 
sounds on Dutch)  
 

English 
It feels like home 
 

Dutch  
Het voelt als thuis 
 

Indonesian  
Seperti di roemah sendiri 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project and to whom we owe much and will greatly miss.   

  

We are excited to have Ingrid on board with her wealth of 

experience in the literary world with over 20 years of freelance-

writing experience, including five years as a columnist and over 

200 articles under her belt.  

  

Ingrid, who has her roots in the former Dutch East Indies, 

personifies the dedicated volunteers at The Indo Project by her 

commitment to educate the world about Indo History. We hope you 

will welcome her as warmly as The Indo Project team has.   

  ~ Priscilla Kluge McMullen – Co-founder and Chair of The Indo 

Project 

  

 

  

Please say hello to our newest 4th Generation Indo! 

  

 

Emma Oestreich was born on January 7th. Emma's Mom, Corinne 

Oestreich is a 3rd Generation Indo born in the US.  Emma's 

grandfather, John Perera, hails from Holland, while her great-

grandfather survived WWII as a POW in Indonesia.  And then 

there's her great-great grandmother, Sari Bin-Tasrin.  Welcome to 

the world Emma!  You have a rich heritage with strong roots in 

three continents. 

 

 

  Jamie Stern, third generation Indo & 

Member-at-Large with The Indo Project shares her New Year's 

Wishes. 

If you haven't already done so, I encourage you to identify 
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something you want to develop or change about yourself, be free 

and go for it! 

 

       Key things I learned this year:  

 Trust yourself!   

 Make time to relax!   

 There's nothing more fleeting than this very moment so 

make it what you want it to be.   

 

  

Here's another message from Jamie Stern. 

 

 

 

How You Can Help 

Join us in raising awareness about Indo history and culture!  Go to 

our website www.theindoproject.org and learn more…become 

involved.  Spread the word to your family and friends.  Join The 

Indo Project Facebook network. We also welcome feedback. So 

feel free to contact The Indo Project team 

at info@theindoproject.org.  We look forward to hearing from you!  

  

Donate! The work we do to bring the Indo community together 
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relies entirely on public donations. 

 

So please help by supporting us with a donation!  Go to 

our website or send a check. 

 

Please make the check payable to: “The Indo Project” 

Mail to: The Indo Project, 19 Chestnut Square, Boston, MA 02130, 

USA 

   

The Indo Project has tax exempt status as a 501(c)(3) charitable 

organization under the Internal Revenue Code, which means your 

donation to The Indo Project is fully deductible.  

 

 

 

War and Military News 

POW IDs and Photos 

 

 

The Indo Project is still collecting evidence of the WWII POW 

experience for the Center for Research Allied POWS Under 

the Japanese.  The goal is to collect and submit the scanned 

documents as a group, rather than individual records, and 

categorized under Dutch East Indies POWs.  It will also be in the 

archives of The Indo Project and stored in a master digital file for 

future use. 

The online collection will be under the category of Dutch East 

Indies POWs in order to distinguish it from other, better known 

regions such as the Philippines and Singapore.  Official records 

such as soldier ID cards, prisoner cards, Red Cross registration 

and photos are highly preferred. 

  

Please submit scanned copies with your written permission and 
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email to info@theindoproject.org with Subject:  "POW".  Be sure to 

describe in English the document you are submitting. 

 

 

 

 

335 albums are waiting to 

be claimed by their rightful 

owners. Hundreds of 

old  photo albums are 

waiting to be claimed.  Could 

any of these photo albums 

belong to your family? During 1945-1949, Indos left the former 

Dutch East Indies when the Indonesians were fighting for their 

independence. In their flight to the Netherlands, hundreds of 

precious photo albums remained behind. They now are at the 

Tropenmuseum in Amsterdam. 

 

If you think your family’s precious photo albums might be among 

them go to:  http://www.fotozoektfamilie.nl/english/project/project/ 

 

Art and Literature  

Movies 

This 2-hour documentary provides an 

enlightening overview of World World II. My 

husband & I found it fascinating as it showed 

key strategies & turning points in the war.  As 

seen from the air, the viewer can easily grasp where, how, and 

why victories occurred or why defeats forced leaders to go back to 

the drawing board. 

  

This is the first time I understood that, even though the USA 

formally declared war on Japan after Japan's bombing of Pearl 

Harbor, the USA first sought to derail the perceived larger threat of 

Hitler and came first to the aid of Britain.  This decision allowed 

Japan to spread across Southeast Asia, including the Philippines 

and Indonesia. 

  

We saw it on the History Channel and it does repeat but if you 

can't wait to watch it, click on the photo & you can order it from 

Amazon.com for $1.99.  The Hollywood Reporter noted that  "The 

program makers aim to give viewers a fresh interpretation of the 

war.".  And in that regard, they surely succeeded. 
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Art  

Here is a menu from the S. S. Maasdam, which sailed from 

Rotterdam, The Netherlands to New York.  Below is a menu for the 

Luncheon on Wednesday, August 14th, 1963.  The piece is titled, 

"City Market at Haarlem" 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Events 

Two Parties on USA East & West coast on April 27, 2013  
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*** Advance Notice *** 

 

24th Annual Holland Festival 

May 26th, 2013 

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Gemmrig Park, Long Beach, CA 

 

Come celebrate the shared cultural heritage of  

The Netherlands & Indonesia 

 

Mark your calendar! 

Details to follow for the 2013 event. 

 

These links shows you what to expect. 

 

Meet the folks of TIP 

 

23rd Annual Holland Festival 
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Please share this online newsletter with your friends and 

family so they may have the opportunity to participate and 

stay in the loop.   

 

They can sign up for the newsletter here . 

 

Trouwen met de Handschoen  

 

 

Photo courtesy of Ingrid (Elmensdorp) McCleary 

  

When Karel Henry Elmensdorp found himself far away from his 

sweetheart Tiny Donia, he was determined to make her his wife, 

even if he couldn't be there!  Karel was working for an American 

Oil Company in Dhofar, Saudi Arabia.  As soon as he could get a 

couple of days off, he traveled nearly 1200 miles to the city of 

Aden in Yemen to make the necessary arrangements with an 

English firm there.   
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Tiny received the official documents weeks later.  She filed the 

papers with the local authorities and then had to wait yet another 

three weeks, as required by law. But on November 7th, 1958, 

Karel's eldest brother, Charles Rudolph Elmensdorp, walked Tiny  

down the aisle.   

 

Tiny wrote Karel to tell him they were now officially married (phone 

calls were prohibitively expensive then).  Seven months later, the 

newlyweds were finally able to see each other in person.  

 

Where does the glove come in?  At the wedding ceremony, the 

glove is placed on the altar as a sign of the presence and consent 

of the groom. 

 

Marrying by the glove has been around since at least the 1880s.  It 

was more common in Holland when young men went to work in the 

Dutch East Indies after finishing their education. 

 

Even in more recent times, soldiers who were stationed in the 

Dutch East Indies, would get married by proxy and come home 

during their once-a-year leave. 

 

It is still legal to marry this way in the Netherlands, provided that 

there is good reason for doing so.   

  

 

 

Do you have an unusual wedding story you'd like to share?  If 

so, we'd love to hear from you.  Just send your photo and a 

short description to info@theindoproject.org with Wedding  

Photo & Story in the subject line. 

  

 

 

Resources 

Researching your roots? 

Want to read more about your parents & grandparents 

experiences? 

 

Start with the links found here and if you come across some 

especially useful links in your internet travels, please forward the 

link so we can share it our readers. 
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The Indo Project has tax exempt status as a 501(c)(3) charitable 

organization under the Internal Revenue Code, which means your 

donation to The Indo Project is fully deductible.  

Donate Here to Help Preserve Our Heritage 

in the English Language 

Thank You From The Indo Project Team 

www.theindoproject.org 

info@theindoproject.org 

 

 

 

Want some more?  We aim to please! 

Click here to see more stories 

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with The Indo Project. To ensure that you continue to receive emails 
from us, add info@theindoproject.org to your address book today. 
You signed up for The Indo Project Newsletter on our website. 
 
Unsubscribe from this list. 
 
Our mailing address is: 
The Indo Project 
19 Chestnut Square, Boston, MA 02130 

 
Add us to your address book 
 
Copyright (C) 2013 The Indo Project All rights reserved. 
 
Forward this email to a friend 
Update your profile   
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